{1 LR AMERICAN WOMAN'S HOME JOURNAL,

MARRIAGE AND THE INVAL

A Society of New York Women Pledge Mot to Marry
Consumptives.

HE hersdity fiad needs to be red-flagsed. A fow weeks ago some ssrious-
minded women in New Yoark drew up a eonstitution snd by-lasas amd
Signdd a pledge not to marry any man in whose family there was a
prodisposition to consumgtion or to any ssrious transmissible disease.
Now, in the first plice, marrioge is quite too ndividual o mattes Lo be
dealt wili by sr_u.?lf_l"}.t:'!;'. In ‘the second pluce, as our csteemed friemd Picero
gays: “We pasz over In stlence” the fact that when the right man comes along
any one of thos. womet will take lilm, whether of no. She will farget to ask
him: what his great-grandfather dled of. The hkeredity fad is all the mere
dangerous heeause it is baged on a hall truth.
“A le which iz al & lo-may be meét and fouzght witlh outzight,
But a-te whtch Iz bndf o trath 1s o barder matter to fight.”

More than thet i appeals to the conscidnee,

Heredity has become to the conscience and brains of this generation what
fore-ardipation was to the last, It has shut out the sun from Lm waorld. Pevple
sit round and breod over the question of what disesses they may hayve inher-
fted, as our forefsthers used over the guestion whether they were clected to
be saved or to be damned. In both cases the freedom of the will has been
left out. ;

- “Out from & tomb crept vice with hidecus leer;
‘L ain Heredity,” be sail, “whom all men fenr”
I sieep, but dle por: when Fote ealls, T come
And generations at my touch suecumb.

A lofty shape pose swdden Im his poth;

It criad, “You He! and strock at him in wratly
Heredity, the braggart, stark and stil,

Fell prostrate at ihe feet of mighty W™

Health Is not wholly fndependent of contrel and care. If you have debis to
pay, you must be economical. It the debts were contracled twn or three gen-
erations back, the chances are that there is also some accrued inferest—if they
ar: not outlawed altogether. If you have an inherited tendency to a certain
disense, take oare of yourself and fight. Live and love Ifke other people. There
are worsg inheritances than a delicate constitution, or even a marked predis-
position to a ecrtain disease. You may Inherit eonsumption and pluck and
brains and a cheerful disposition. Is iife worth living?

All thig'in case thuat you really have debts to pay. The chances are that a
good many of them are outliwed or nlresdy settled. Your great-grandmother
died of conzumption, but don't forget that your great-grandfather had lungs
Hke an ox. You have four grandparents, eight great-grandparents, and if
you go far enough back you can probably find among your immediate aneesiry
samples of every diseaus known to man, Do you expect to dle of all of them?
Or, if you pick out any special disease and look through the whole ranze of
your relatives, vou will doubtless find cumulative evidence emough to erush ount
your last hope of Jife: p

A young lads eof a morbid cast of mind recently declied that her family
wera 1l doomed to early graves on accownt of cdrtain serafulous tendenecles
which had manifested themselves In three generstions apd twenty-two indi-
viduals, as [ollows: Grandfather, aged seventy-siz, and ane sunt, cancer; one
eousin, consumption; one cousin, abscesses on leg (neither dead nor Tame); one
unele, ,eriysfpe]r...a (ome attack); brother, aged seventesn, boils om nock (at Ilast
ac‘_cr;ﬂnta not fatal). Isa femily tree Hke this to cut offl the whole light of the
sun :

Not only In popular be]t‘ef.‘hut as far as m:im:ll_lﬁc investigation goes, the
law of heregity e pure chance, "~ Other things being equal, why wouldn't it be
more comfortable and just’ pe reasonable to insist that we inherit all the vir-
tues of body and mind of ali-our ancestors? 3

But If we are to deal with this matter of heredity through societles, let ns
be conslstent. An amendment should be introduesd to the constitution of ths

. New York society to this effect: “The members of this gociety are pledged to
mni—ry ao man any of whoze ancestors have ever died.”

FROST CAVERNO,

A Chinese girl, the daughler of & prominent magistrate in the province of
Shaongtung, China, is her father's treasurer and mecountant and general assist-
ant in the business pertziniog to his public office, She is called a “new worman'
by hier assoclaies,

~quite the Hvely, intelligent people they gae themselves.

A LONDON VIEW OF THE RMERICAN GIRL:

HE London Queen hes a good depl to sgzy about Ameriesn women. Thia
T week it says thisngs about the American zirl in general, and Mr. Dana
Eibson’s American girl In perticular. *“The title, ‘Pletures of the Peopls’

fits Mr. Gitson’s book,” says the Queen, “for almost every vace of hig subjects
is recognizably o person. It tempts naturzl vanity to say that the girls, who
have the air of being more fishionsd after a type than' the fen or the older
WUmET, &Te exponents rather of the English class of I'Sesuty than of the Asmmori-
‘can, But that, we are willing to admit, must only be the deluston of patriptlc
self-complaeeney. We hasten oven te add that Amerfean ghrls with faces of
generous yet delivete outline, pleturesguely abunilant bald and fne, stataly
carrizge, have, happily, ot Ugen enknown to w2 I = e odil efrcumetance,
however, that (he womon whem wa o England know for an Amerfean e the
Ingtant by a cérigin ereet leanne=s of fgure, and by o pecellvr stiffness with
which the halr is disposed in tenderils wpom the brow, snd by £ a dosen
other little Indilces of which the eye :.:!.-!;:.»? esgnlsence sooner than the mind

b

!

Is mowhere to be found In Mr, Oibson’s pages, Bhe pppears neither as molher,
aunt nor chaperon, For her fellow-epuntryman she does not exist. And yefl
her existende |5 fo dream of ours. The ssplunstion Is' that Mr, GQlbhson l8 hok
interested in her, and conseguently he forgets her, as some English artists and
writers forget the class for whom they cars nothing, lel that cluss be ever so
Bi-]‘.ﬂsh: Mr. Gibson, when he leaves his own land, sees people i1 mueh more
strongly marked outline. It would rufile the barmany of natlons to write of
the Parlsiane some of ihe things which Mr, Gibson can express wordlessly
with his pen. In & drawing, styled ‘At Momtmarte' all the Puritanism of the
Pillgrim Fathers seems (o renssert itself in the onic truthfulness with which
& group of the lower class of Parisinms has been fixed on. the paper. There are
men and women quite as gross and sounlless a3 these to be scen any nlght in a
London public house, bat the-artist Iets them be. To all of English blood he
is, indeed, flatteringsly kind, and he secs the pittites at a London theatre as
He makes these, by
the way, a superh foll to the well-bred an¥ness of the people in the stalls,

PRETTY CUSTOM IN HONOR OF WOMEN.

T is interesting to pote how two small comymunities conspire to do honor to
thelr womankind on account of services rendered in days long past. The
Swiss Canton of Argovie yearly celebrates a fete which dates back to the

year 1712, when the Selgneur de Hallwyl ralsed a regiment of Amazons to as-
sist some Bernese troops who weee hard pressed by the Catholle egntens, On
& given Sunday the women of the communes of Melstersehwanden and Fahr-
wangen astume lordShip over the masterfol sex. The married women and
girls: issue invitations to their hushands and friends, and the whole community
asgembles at o village Inn. The men, who are here entertained to tea, beer
and cakes, are obliged to walt till their hostesses appear from an aljoining
room to chooss them as partners for the dance.

The women shelter and chapéeron thelr guests throughout the evening, and
when daneing is done they escort the poor weelt men back tol their own fire-
side. A pretty custom, deserving to he perpetuated.

Ancther smal community dn the Isle of Man eviness Its gratfitude in a mors
practical mamner still. On one occasion an invading force seemed lkely to
overcome the islamders, when the women rushed to the rescue and defeated
the enemy.  Binece then a Mapxwurman, afler marriage, bec il d orf
ome-half of her husand’s property, whether possessed then or acquired at &
fater date. So absalule Iz her ownership that she may digspose of her shars on
death i the manner best pleasing to her:

Miss Mina Zaigler, of Dresden, Oblo, has just been admitted to membership’
in the Philadelphia Horological Society, sm honor of whith no other woman
can boast,

In the Medical Sehocl of Agra, India, seventeen young native women recently
passed the examinations, and one of the number, Miss L. Singh, made the sec-
ond highest mark in the universtuy.

Waomen prompters are taking the place of men in Covent Garden, London,
as it has been feund that thelr voices carry belter across the staze than men's
and are less audible In the auditorium.

Miss Ellen Terry always has a baskeiful of clothes for the poor in her home
in Soulh Kensington, and when callers come she produces the basket and
makes them knit, sew or crochet while. they talk,



